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Week Ending Friday, February 12, 1999

Remarks at a Gala Honoring Hank
Aaron in Atlanta, Georgia
February 5, 1999

Thank you very much, Tom. I want to
thank Ted and Jane and you, Tom, and Gerry
Levin and all the people from CNN and
Time Warner for your role in this magnifi-
cent evening—all the sponsors, all the pre-
vious speakers.

You know, the truth is, I wanted to come
down yesterday just to get ready for this.
[Laughter] I saw the list of the baseball play-
ers who were going to be here. You know,
my job is not always the most fun in the
world. [Laughter] I was interested in this.

Governor Barnes told a story about Hank
Aaron appearing with him. I want to tell you
a story that’s even more compelling. In 1992,
on the weekend before the Presidential elec-
tion, I was struggling to prevail in Georgia
and Governor Miller said, ‘‘You have to come
one more time. And if you come, I think
Hank Aaron will appear with you.’’

I forgot about how many electoral votes
we had—I forgot, you know, I just—so I
came. And we went out to this high school
football stadium, which held 25,000 people—
it was completely full. Way over half of them
came to see him. [Laughter] Three days
later, after Hank Aaron blessed me in front
of 25,000 people, we carried Georgia by
13,000 votes. [Laughter] I have never forgot-
ten it, and I never will.

Ladies and gentlemen, the essayist Jacques
Barzun once wrote, ‘‘Whoever wants to know
the heart and mind of America had better
learn baseball.’’ Well, probably more than
any other sport, baseball revels in statistics.
I wish we could have a contest tonight. We’d
all know that Ty Cobb has the highest life-
time batting average and Cy Young the most
wins; Mark McGwire, closely followed by
Sammy Sosa, the most home runs in a single
season. Most all of us here know that Henry
Aaron has more baseball records than any

other single player: most RBI’s, most extra
base hits, the only player to hit at least 30
home runs in 15 seasons, at least 20 homers
in 20 seasons. First, as you heard on the film,
to reach 300 hits—3,000 hits and 500 home
runs.

He also had an exquisite sense of timing.
When he broke what appeared to be the
most unbreakable record of all, he had the
presence of mind to do it on opening night
so all of us could plan to watch. Because
Henry Aaron’s story is so much the story of
baseball and because it is the story of a
changing America being manifest in baseball,
knowing it is necessary to know the mind and
heart of modern America.

All of us honor him tonight not only for
the power of his swing but for the power
of his spirit; not only for breaking records
but for breaking barriers; not only for chasing
his dream but even more for giving children,
like those we saw tonight, the chance to
chase theirs. From Mobile to Milwaukee to
Atlanta, through a segregated South in the
old Sally League where he was the only
member of the team that didn’t stay in the
same motel, the only one who couldn’t get
served at the dinner counter, he moved
through a changing America. And he
changed the mind and heart of America.

When he came here, he had an interesting
experience. Many of you have referenced to-
night that when Hank Aaron approached
Babe Ruth’s record there was a dark, deep
undercurrent which led him to get lots of
hate letters and death threats so serious the
FBI had to watch his home and the pall of
violence began to hang over the games. But
he said that very little of this mail came from
Atlanta. And so as President of this whole
country, I’d like to also take my hat off to
Atlanta tonight.

When Andy Young was up here talking and
then I saw the reference on the film by
Mayor Allen, I remember as a boy growing
up, burdened with the awful stain that the
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212 Feb. 5 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

crisis in the high school in my State’s capital
caused us, that every one of us who felt as
I did envied Atlanta because it had a mayor
and business leaders who said they were de-
termined to be known as the city too busy
to hate. And they gave us, all of us, Martin
Luther King and John Lewis, and leaders like
Andy Young and Maynard Jackson and so
many more, too many to mention. It was fit-
ting that a son of the South who braved the
storms of segregation would come home to
the most important baseball record of all and
go indelibly into the mind and heart of Amer-
ica.

I came here tonight as a baseball fan, to
remember a golden moment. I came as a
friend, to thank a person who was there for
me when I needed him in the worst way.
I came here as President, to honor a great
American—for courage and decency and dig-
nity, for caring about all the kids coming
along behind him, for giving them a chance
to chase those dreams. America is a land of
dreamers. Hank Aaron has made it even
more so.

So Hank and Billye, we thank you for the
path you blazed, for the voices you raised,
for the helping hands you gave. We thank
you. God bless you. [Applause] Thank you.

Now, don’t sit down. I almost forgot my
exit line. [Laughter] Ladies and gentlemen,
our honoree, on the 25th anniversary of his
40th birthday and his 715th home run, Henry
Aaron.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 p.m. in the
Centennial Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to W. Thomas John-
son, chairman, president, and chief executive offi-
cer, Cable News Network; Ted Turner, vice chair-
man, and Gerald M. Levin, chairman and chief
executive officer, Time Warner, Inc.; Gov. Roy
E. Barnes and former Gov. Zell Miller of Georgia;
Mayor Bill Campbell and former Mayors Andrew
Young, Ivan Allen Jr., and Maynard Jackson of
Atlanta; Mr. Aaron’s wife, Billye; and Mr. Turner’s
wife, actress Jane Fonda. The President also re-
ferred to the South Atlantic (Sally) League. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
February 6, 1999

Good morning. Six years ago I determined
Washington had to get off the sidelines and
join the frontlines in the fight against crime.
I committed my administration to recovering
our streets from violence, to reclaiming our
neighborhoods as safe havens for families.
Since then we’ve pursued a new strategy of
law enforcement based not on tough talk but
on tougher penalties, better prevention, and
the substantial, visible presence of commu-
nity police.

This strategy is showing remarkable re-
sults. Since 1993, crime rates in America
have fallen to the lowest point in a quarter
century. Property crime is down. Violent
crime has dropped 20 percent in the last 6
years. The murder rate is the lowest in 30
years. Americans can take pride in streets
that are safer, but mostly they can take com-
fort in lives that are more secure.

There are many reasons that crime is in
a sharp decline. Chief among them is our
growing ability to keep guns out of the hands
of criminals. Gun-related crime is on the
wane, and it’s no wonder. According to a re-
cent report by the Justice Department, the
background checks we required in the Brady
law have put a stop to nearly a quarter-mil-
lion handgun purchases. Thanks to Brady, we
turn away more than 200 felons a day, send-
ing them home empty handed instead of
well-armed. And now that the instacheck sys-
tem is in effect, we can conduct these checks
in even less time. Retail gun stores, sporting
goods stores, licensed gun dealers: They’re
all working to keep guns out of the hands
of felons and fugitives.

But there’s a loophole in the law, and
criminals know how to exploit it. They go
to gun shows. Last year there were more than
4,400 gun shows all across America. I come
from a State where these shows are very pop-
ular. I have visited and enjoyed them over
the years. I know they’re the first place where
many parents teach their children how to
handle firearms safely.

But at the same time, at too many gun
shows, criminals are buying guns with no
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questions asked. That’s because the law per-
mits some sellers—one-quarter to one-half
of the vendors at a typical gun show—to skip
the background checks required by Brady.
That is a significant loophole. It’s wide
enough that criminals reach right through it,
grabbing, collectively, thousands of firearms
that disappear without a trace.

Last fall I asked the Secretary of the Treas-
ury and the Attorney General to report on
the problem and to come up with solutions.
I now have their report. It is sensible and
sobering. It shows conclusively that gun
shows are a forum for gun traffickers, a cash-
and-carry convenience store for weapons
used to maim and kill.

We must close this loophole. America can-
not allow its gun shows to become illegal
arms bazaars, where lawbreakers shop side-
by-side with the law-abiding. That’s why I
strongly support the recommendations of
Secretary Rubin and Attorney General Reno.
We should extend Brady checks and gun-
tracing records to any and all open markets
where large numbers of firearms are sold.
And we should vigorously and fairly enforce
the rules. The gun lobby may not want to
hear this, but clearly it’s the right thing to
do.

No background check, no gun. No excep-
tions.

To toughen enforcement of the existing
law, my balanced budget includes new funds
to hire more than 100 agents of the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms. These
agents will help arrest violent criminals and
gun traffickers, and will shut down illegal
purchases of firearms. My budget also in-
creases funding for firearms prosecutions
and expands our successful efforts to keep
guns out of the hands of violent youth.

In these efforts, I am thankful for the lead-
ership of Senator Lautenberg, and Congress-
man Blagojevich, who will introduce legisla-
tion to make this gun show policy the law
of the land. I’m joined today by Senator Lau-
tenberg, along with Senator Dick Durbin
from Illinois, and Congresswomen Julia Car-
son from Indiana, as well as Deputy Attorney
General Eric Holder. I thank them all for
their support.

I’m looking forward to working with mem-
bers of both parties in the coming months,

so that together we can strengthen the laws
that serve us so well, and in doing so, build
a stronger America for the 21st century.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:05 p.m. on
February 5 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on February 6. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on February 5 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Statement on Assistance to Jordan

February 6, 1999

At this difficult time, my thoughts and
prayers, as well as those of all Americans,
are with His Majesty King Hussein, his fam-
ily, and the people of Jordan. The United
States stands by Jordan and is determined
to do all that it can to support and strengthen
it.

Next week I will ask Congress promptly
to provide the $300 million in supplemental
bilateral assistance to Jordan that was prom-
ised as part of the Wye agreement.

The United States is working with the
international community to mobilize addi-
tional resources to help Jordan maintain its
economic stability. We are consulting with
key allies, including our G–7 partners and
the Gulf States, on further steps to support
Jordan.

The International Monetary Fund will play
a leading role in marshaling international
support for Jordan. Substantial resources can
be mobilized quickly under a new IMF pro-
gram with expedited procedures.

The World Bank also is preparing to pro-
vide additional support for Jordan’s economic
reform program.

In addition, the United States will support
substantial rescheduling of Jordan’s obliga-
tions to bilateral creditors through the Paris
Club on the basis of an IMF program.

These initiatives by the international com-
munity, combined with U.S. direct bilateral
assistance, will provide substantial resources
in support of Jordanian economic stability
and growth.
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Statement on the Death of
King Hussein I of Jordan
February 7, 1999

Hillary and I are deeply saddened by the
news that King Hussein of Jordan has passed
away. I had prayed this day would not come
soon. But God has called King Hussein to
his reward. The prayers of all Americans go
out to the royal family and the Jordanian peo-
ple.

No words can convey what King Hussein
meant to the people he led for nearly half
a century. Words cannot convey what he
meant to me as a friend and inspiration.
Through good times and bad, through health
and illness, he showed the power of a strong
will applied to a worthy cause. It takes a rare
kind of courage to be a peacemaker—the
courage to learn from the past and imagine
a better future. When peace finally comes
to the Middle East, his name will be in-
scribed upon it. That day, King Hussein will
smile on us one more time.

I had the honor of seeing him just a few
weeks ago, as he was about to return home.
There was no hint of the struggle he was wag-
ing. Instead, he spoke with his usual passion
and humanity about Jordan’s well-being, the
future of the Arab world, the Palestinian
cause, and peace with Israel.

To Queen Noor, to Crown Prince
Abdullah, to the King’s family, and to the
people of Jordan, Hillary and I send our con-
dolences. The United States stands with
you—today, tomorrow, and in the future. I
ask all Americans to remember this good
man and his family.

Remarks on the Death of
King Hussein I of Jordan
February 7, 1999

Today the world mourns the loss of one
of its great leaders, King Hussein of Jordan.
I mourn the loss of a partner and friend. He
was a magnificent man, and like so many,
I loved and admired him.

King Hussein once wrote, ‘‘I believe we
must live with courage and will. I must do
so because, regardless of any difficulties I

face, when the time comes for me to lose
my life, I would at least have done my best.’’

He did far better than that. A humble man
and a king; a leader whose nobility came not
from his title but his character; a man who
believed that we are all God’s children,
bound to live together in mutual respect and
tolerance.

King Hussein was ennobled. Many times
his life was threatened, but each brush with
mortality ennobled him. He learned that God
only gives us a limited number of opportuni-
ties and that we must make the most of them.
Surely, he did.

As he survived, Jordan survived. He grew
in wisdom, and so did Jordan. He grew in
stature, and so did Jordan. He won the re-
spect and admiration of the entire world, and
so did his beloved Jordan.

We remember his voice, each word slowly
said, followed by a pause, a moment for silent
reflection, as if he were reminding us that
it is wise to think before we speak, to speak
before we act. His manner was as strong and
calming as his message.

We remember him piloting his plane, trav-
eling wherever his cause took him; flying at
night in the years when courage and stealth
were required just to speak to one’s enemies;
soaring in the sunlight above Jerusalem when
the peace he forged with Israel made that
possible again.

He once said, ‘‘The beauty of flying high
in the skies will always, to me, symbolize
freedom.’’ King Hussein lived his life on a
higher plane, with the aviator’s gift of seeing
beyond the low-flying obstacles of hatred and
mistrust that heartbreak and loss place in all
our paths. He spent his life fighting for the
dignified aspirations of his people and all
Arab people. He worked all his life to build
friendship between the Jordanian and Amer-
ican people. He dedicated the final years of
his life to the promise not only of coexistence
but of partnership between the Arab world
and Israel.

Indeed, he understood what must be clear
now to anyone who has flown above the Mid-
dle East and seen in one panorama at sunset
the lights of Amman and Tel Aviv and Da-
mascus shining in the sky, that in the rela-
tionship among peoples who share this small,
sacred corner of Earth, one thing, and only
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one, is predestined: All are bound to be
neighbors. The question is not whether they
will live side by side, but how. God willing,
soon all will see what he saw and preached.
There can be no peace, no dignity, no secu-
rity of any of Abraham’s children until there
is peace, dignity, and security for all of them.

During the Wye summit, when the talks
were not going so well, he came out within
a few short minutes and changed the tenor
of the meeting. Though frail with fighting for
his own life, he gave life to the process many
felt was failing. The smallest man in the room
that day was the largest; the frailest was the
strongest. The man with the least time re-
maining reminded us we are working not
only for ourselves but for all eternity.

To Queen Noor, I extend the heartfelt
condolences of the American people. At
times such as these, words are inadequate.
But the friendship that joins Jordan and the
United States, for which your marriage stood
and your love still stands, that will never fail.
You are a daughter of America and a Queen
of Jordan. You have made two nations very
proud. Hillary and I cherish the wonderful
times we shared with you and His Majesty,
and today we say to you, and indeed to all
the King’s large and loving family, our pray-
ers are with you.

We say to his son, the new King Abdullah,
we wish you well. Our prayers are with you,
as you assume the mantle of your father and
grandfather. And to the people of Jordan,
again we say, we extend the hand of friend-
ship and partnership.

The Koran teaches: you belong to God,
and you return to Him. Today my friend is
in Paradise, and God has welcomed home
a good and faithful servant.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Proclamation 7167—Death of
King Hussein
February 7, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Today the world mourns one of its great

leaders. A man of principle, a powerful force
for good, His Majesty King Hussein was the
embodiment of courage, dignity, and wis-
dom. Steadfast in his support for Middle East
peace, he was admired by Americans and be-
loved by his country. King Hussein was an
extraordinary statesman and a true friend of
the United States.

As a mark of respect for the memory of
King Hussein, I hereby order, by the author-
ity vested in me as President by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States of
America, that the flag of the United States
shall be flown at half-staff upon all public
buildings and grounds, at all military posts
and naval stations, and on all naval vessels
of the Federal Government in the District
of Columbia and throughout the United
States and its Territories and possessions
until his interment. I also direct that the flag
shall be flown at half-staff during this same
period at all United States embassies, lega-
tions, consular offices, and other facilities
abroad, including all military facilities and
naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of February, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:27 a.m., February 9, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 10.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the 1999 National
Drug Control Strategy

February 8, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
On behalf of the American people, I am

pleased to transmit the 1999 National Drug
Control Strategy to the Congress. This Strat-
egy renews and advances our efforts to
counter the threat of drugs—a threat that
continues to cost our Nation over 14,000 lives
and billions of dollars each year.

There is some encouraging progress in the
struggle against drugs. The 1998 Monitoring
the Future study found that youth drug use
has leveled off and in many instances is on
the decline—the second straight year of
progress after years of steady increases. The
study also found a significant strengthening
of youth attitudes toward drugs: young peo-
ple increasingly perceive drug use as a risky
and unacceptable behavior. The rate of drug-
related murders continue to decline, down
from 1,302 in 1992 to 786 in 1997. Overseas,
we have witnessed a decline in cocaine pro-
duction by 325 metric tons in Bolivia and
Peru over the last 4 years. Coca cultivation
in Peru plunged 56 percent since 1995.

Nevertheless, drugs still exact a tremen-
dous toll on this Nation. In a 10-year period,
100,000 Americans will die from drug use.
The social costs of drug use continue to
climb, reaching $110 billion in 1995, a 64
percent increase since 1990. Much of the
economic burden of drug abuse falls on those
who do not abuse drugs—American families
and their communities. Although we have
made progress, much remains to be done.

The 1999 National Drug Control Strategy
provides a comprehensive balanced approach
to move us closer to a drug-free America.
This Strategy presents a long-term plan to
change American attitudes and behavior with
regard to illegal drugs. Among the efforts this
Strategy focuses on are:

• Educating children: studies dem-
onstrate that when our children under-
stand the dangers of drugs, their rates
of drug use drop. Through the National
Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign, the
Safe and Drug Free Schools Program

and other efforts, we will continue to
focus on helping our youth reject drugs.

• Decreasing the addicted population: the
addicted make up roughly a quarter of
all drug users, but consume two-thirds
of all drugs in America. Our strategy for
reducing the number of addicts focuses
on closing the ‘‘treatment gap.’’

• Breaking the cycle of drugs and crime:
numerous studies confirm that the vast
majority of prisoners commit their
crimes to buy drugs or while under the
influence of drugs. To help break this
link between crime and drugs, we must
promote the Zero Tolerance Drug Su-
pervision initiative to better keep of-
fenders drug- and crime-free. We can
do this by helping States and localities
to implement tough new systems to
drug test, treat, and punish prisoners,
parolees, and probationers.

• Securing our borders: the vast majority
of drugs consumed in the United States
enter this Nation through the Southwest
border, Florida, the Gulf States, and
other border areas and air and sea ports
of entry. The flow of drugs into this Na-
tion violates our sovereignty and brings
crime and suffering to our streets and
communities. We remain committed to,
and will expand, efforts to safeguard our
borders from drugs.

• Reducing the supply of drugs: we must
reduce the availability of drugs and the
ease with which they can be obtained.
Our efforts to reduce the supply of
drugs must target both domestic and
overseas production of these deadly
substances.

Our ability to attain these objectives is de-
pendent upon the collective will of the Amer-
ican people and the strength of our leader-
ship. The progress we have made to date is
a credit to Americans of all walks of life—
State and local leaders, parents, teachers,
coaches, doctors, police officers, and clergy.
Many have taken a stand against drugs. These
gains also result from the leadership and hard
work of many, including Attorney General
Reno, Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices Shalala, Secretary of Education Riley,
Treasury Secretary Rubin, and Drug Policy
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Director McCaffrey. I also thank the Con-
gress for their past and future support. If we
are to make further progress, we must main-
tain a bipartisan commitment to the goals of
the Strategy.

As we enter the new millennium, we are
reminded of our common obligation to build
and leave for coming generations a stronger
Nation. Our National Drug Control Strategy
will help create a safer, healthier future for
all Americans.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February, 8, 1999.

Remarks to the American Embassy
Community in Amman, Jordan
February 8, 1999

Death of King Hussein I
Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, I would

like to begin, if I might, by thanking Presi-
dent Bush, President Carter, and President
Ford and this congressional delegation for
coming on very short notice all the way to
Jordan to make a clear and unambiguous
statement about our regard and respect and
gratitude to King Hussein and the people of
Jordan. I thank them very, very much.

I want to thank Ambassador Burns and all
of you in the Embassy community for rep-
resenting us in a difficult and challenging
part of the world, in a wonderful country.
I thank all the Jordanian nationals who work
for the United States. We are honored by
your efforts. And when Jordanians and Amer-
icans work together in our Embassy here in
Amman, they symbolize the partnership that
we hope will always exist between the United
States and Jordan.

Most of what I would have said has already
been said so eloquently by those who have
spoken before. I would just like to make a
couple of points about King Hussein and
about King Abdullah.

First of all, Hussein really did bring people
together. You know, I was looking at the four
of us—here we are, two Democrats, two Re-
publicans—we’ve agreed on many things;
we’ve disagreed on a thing or two over time.
But we know that America’s interest and

America’s heart were close to this King and
this country.

I looked at the Israeli delegation today; I
could hardly believe my eyes. All the can-
didates for prime minister were there.
[Laughter] They were all walking together.
I don’t know if they talk at home, but they
were all talking here. [Laughter] I thought,
it was as if Hussein was hugging them all,
you know? It was really a beautiful sight. Peo-
ple coming from all around the world, coun-
tries that are at each other’s throat, here
meeting in peace and friendship and the
sanctity of the umbrella of this great man.
He worked with every American President
since President Eisenhower—amazing thing.

The second thing I would like to say is
that he really was driven not by the title he
had but by the responsibilities it bore. And
he was ennobled not by the title but by the
strength of his own character and his vision
and his spirit. It was unbelievable to me
when we talked right before we started this
last round of peace negotiations at Wye—
and I knew how ill he was—he said, ‘‘Well,
I would be willing to come down there if
you think it would help.’’ I said, ‘‘If I think
it would help? This whole thing is about to
come apart; of course, it would help.’’ I said,
‘‘If you come down, they won’t have the cour-
age to walk away here without an agree-
ment.’’ And so he did.

And he took a house, and some days he
could only work 30 minutes or an hour. But
every day we needed him in that long Wye
peace accord, he was there. Every day he
was needed, he was there. No matter how
sick he was, no matter how bad he felt. And
his son, the new King, told me tonight, he
said, ‘‘You know, the truth is it put some days
on his life because he was doing what he be-
lieved in.’’ And all the icy atmosphere of
those tense talks would immediately dis-
appear when Hussein walked in the room be-
cause all the differences and animosities and
grievances seemed small in the face of this
very large presence. And it was almost as if
the more frail his body became, the more
powerful the essence of his spirit was.

Every Jordanian citizen can be proud of
that—can be proud that on every continent,
in every country of the world, people said
that is the sort of person we all ought to be.
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The last point I would like to make is that
I would like to join the previous speakers in
saying that I have great confidence in the
young King of Jordan. I had a very good
meeting with him today. He clearly under-
stands his mission. He said in the most mov-
ing way—he said, ‘‘I and all of my brothers
and sisters have absorbed our father’s teach-
ing; we know what we are supposed to do,
and I intend to do it.’’ And he said it in a
way that exuded the quiet, humble con-
fidence that I saw so often in his father.

And finally, just on a purely personal note,
I was deeply honored to be able to bring
Queen Noor’s mother and father over on the
airplane with me. They are in this audience
tonight, because we are leaving from here.
And I think we should let them know that
our prayers and support are with them, and
we are grateful that their daughter, a daugh-
ter of America, has been a magnificent
Queen of Jordan and a great friend to the
people of both countries.

Hillary and I have had so many unbeliev-
able experiences as a result of the great honor
of serving in the White House. But among
those I will treasure most every day of my
life are the times we had with the King of
Jordan. He made us all a little better, and
he always will.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Marriott Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to U.S. Ambassador to Jordan William
J. Burns; and Queen Noor’s parents, Najeeb and
Doris Halaby. The transcript made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of former Presidents Gerald R. Ford,
Jimmy Carter, and George Bush; the First Lady;
and Ambassador Burns.

Statement on the Eritrea-Ethiopia
Border Conflict
February 9, 1999

I am deeply concerned by the heavy fight-
ing along the border between Ethiopia and
Eritrea. Since the dispute began in May
1998, my administration has sought to work
with these two friends of the United States
to achieve a peaceful resolution. Susan Rice,
the Assistant Secretary of State for African

Affairs, has conducted intensive shuttle di-
plomacy between Ethiopia and Eritrea, and
former National Security Adviser Anthony
Lake has made four trips to the region at
my request.

We remain committed to this crucial ef-
fort. A peaceful solution can and must be
found without delay. I urge both parties to
halt the fighting immediately. If the conflict
continues, its human and economic cost will
be incalculable for the people of Ethiopia
and Eritrea and for the entire region.

I am disappointed that hostilities resumed
while sustained diplomatic efforts by the
international community were continuing.
We welcome Ethiopia’s standing acceptance
of the Organization of African Unity’s
Framework Agreement and maintain our
support for the efforts of the OAU and others
to promote a peaceful resolution of this con-
flict.

The return to hostilities cannot bring
about a lasting solution to this dispute. I am
particularly alarmed by the recent use of air
power, which escalates the conflict and vio-
lates the agreed airstrike moratorium. I urge
the Ethiopian Government to refrain from
further use of its aircraft as currently em-
ployed along the border, and I ask both sides
to renew their commitment to the morato-
rium.

For the sake of their people, the leaders
of Ethiopia and Eritrea must immediately
halt the fighting and recommit themselves
to diplomatic efforts to secure a peaceful set-
tlement.

Statement on the Nomination of
Richard C. Holbrooke to be
Ambassador to the United Nations

February 9, 1999

I will soon send to the Senate my nomina-
tion of Richard C. Holbrooke to be the next
United States Ambassador to the United Na-
tions.

From building a lasting peace in Bosnia
to searching for a political settlement in
Kosovo to finding a workable solution in Cy-
prus, Richard C. Holbrooke’s intellect, vigor,
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and diplomatic skills have significantly ad-
vanced the values and interests of the Amer-
ican people.

At a time when international crises, from
Iraq to Kosovo, demand the leadership of the
United States and the United Nations, it is
essential that we have a strong and capable
diplomat like Richard C. Holbrooke as our
U.N. Ambassador. He is extraordinarily well
qualified for this vital position, and I look
forward to the Senate’s timely consideration
of his nomination.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Romania-United
States Treaty on the Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy With
Documentation
February 9, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,

pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b) and (d)), the text of a pro-
posed Agreement for Cooperation Between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Romania
Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear En-
ergy, with accompanying annex and agreed
minute. I am also pleased to transmit my
written approval, authorization, and deter-
mination concerning the agreement, and the
memorandum of the Director of the United
States Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency with the Nuclear Proliferation As-
sessment Statement concerning the agree-
ment. The joint memorandum submitted to
me by the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of Energy, which includes a summary
of the provisions of the agreement and var-
ious other attachments, including agency
views, is also enclosed.

The proposed agreement with Romania
has been negotiated in accordance with the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended by
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978
and as otherwise amended. In my judgment,
the proposed agreement meets all statutory
requirements and will advance the non-
proliferation and other foreign policy inter-
ests of the United States. The agreement

provides a comprehensive framework for
peaceful nuclear cooperation between the
United States and Romania under appro-
priate conditions and controls reflecting our
common commitment to nuclear non-
proliferation goals. Cooperation until now
has taken place under a series of supply
agreements dating back to 1966 pursuant to
the agreement for peaceful nuclear coopera-
tion between the United States and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

The Government of Romania supports
international efforts to prevent the spread of
nuclear weapons to additional countries. Ro-
mania is a party to the Treaty on the Non-
proliferation to Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and
has an agreement with the IAEA for the ap-
plication of full-scope safeguards to its nu-
clear program. Romania also subscribes to
the Nuclear Suppliers Group guidelines,
which set forth standards for the responsible
export of nuclear commodities for peaceful
use, and to the guidelines of the NPT Export-
ers Committee (Zangger Committee), which
oblige members to require the application of
IAEA safeguards on nuclear exports to non-
nuclear weapon states. In addition, Romania
is a party to the Convention on the Physical
Protection of Nuclear Material, whereby it
agrees to apply international standards of
physical protection to the storage and trans-
port of nuclear material under its jurisdiction
or control. Finally, Romania was one of the
first countries to sign the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty.

I believe that peaceful nuclear cooperation
with Romania under the proposed new
agreement will be fully consistent with, and
supportive of, our policy of responding posi-
tively and constructively to the process of de-
mocratization and economic reform in Cen-
tral Europe. Cooperation under the agree-
ment also will provide opportunities for U.S.
business on terms that fully protect vital U.S.
national security interests.

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested agencies in
reviewing the proposed agreement and have
determined that its performance will pro-
mote, and will not constitute an unreasonable
risk to, the common defense and security.
Accordingly, I have approved the agreement
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and authorized its execution and urge that
the Congress give it favorable consideration.

Because this agreement meets all applica-
ble requirements of the Atomic Energy Act,
as amended, for agreements for peaceful nu-
clear cooperation, I am transmitting it to the
Congress without exempting it from any re-
quirements contained in section 123 a. of
that Act. This transmission shall constitute
a submittal for purposes of both sections 123
b. and 123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act. My
Administration is prepared to begin imme-
diately the consultations with the Senate For-
eign Relations and House International Rela-
tions Committees as provided in section 123
b. Upon completion of the 30-day continuous
session period provided for in section 123 b.,
the 60-day continuous session period pro-
vided for in section 123 d. shall commence.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 9, 1999.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Memorandum of Understanding
Relating to the Soviet Union-United
States Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty
February 9, 1999

Dear Mr. Chairman:
In accordance with section 625 of the De-

partments of Commerce, Justice, and State,
the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 1999 (as contained in the Om-
nibus Consolidated and Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1999, Public Law
105–277) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby certify and
affirm that the United States Government is
not implementing the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding Relating to the Treaty Between
the United States of America and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Limita-
tion of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems of May
26, 1972 (the ‘‘MOU’’), entered into in New
York on September 26, 1997.

Attached is a report to the Congress on
the MOU submitted pursuant to section 625
of the Act.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ted Stevens,
chairman, Senate Committee on Appropriations,
and C.W. Bill Young, chairman, House Commit-
tee on Appropriations.

Remarks at the ‘‘AmeriCorps Call to
Service’’ in College Park, Maryland
February 10, 1999

Thank you very much. Thank you. Ladies
and gentlemen, when I was listening to Ste-
phen and Leslie and Justin and Pepe talk,
I was reminded of why I wanted to be Presi-
dent—so that I could give young people like
them the chance to make America a better
place.

I want to thank all those who are here
today who have supported our efforts. I
thank Harris Wofford for his outstanding
leadership of the Corporation for National
Service; Deb Jospin and John Gomperts of
AmeriCorps. I thank Governor Glendening
and Lieutenant Governor Kathleen Kennedy
Townsend for making Maryland America’s
leading State for citizen service. They have
clearly done that. I thank my good friend,
Prince George’s County Executive Wayne
Curry; Senator Mike Miller, my longtime
friend; and Mayor Jacobs, thank you for mak-
ing us welcome. Carson Daly, thank you for
the work MTV did on those wonderful spots,
the PSA’s. I would like to thank also the
mother of the Lieutenant Governor, my good
friend, Ethel Kennedy, for being here today.
And I thank Mark Gearan, our Peace Corps
Director, and I’ll say a little more about the
Peace Corps in a minute and its relationship
to AmeriCorps.

I’d like to thank one person who is not
here today, but who was on the frontlines
of creating AmeriCorps, Senator Barbara Mi-
kulski, your United States Senator from
Maryland. I thank her. I want to thank the
president of the University of Maryland, on
my right, and the president of the student
government of the University of Maryland,
on my left, for making me welcome. Avery
and Dr. Mote, thank you.

You have already heard from Dr. Mote and
others that 6 years ago I came here to cele-
brate the end of the Summer of Service,
which was our dry run for this national serv-
ice program. We wanted to work out the
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kinks and see whether we could make this
idea go. There were three people who are
here who were instrumental on that day; I
would like to thank them: Georgia Sorensen,
Marilyn Smith, and my former White House
staffer, who I miss very much, Bill Galston.
Thank you all very much for what you have
done.

And I thank the University of Maryland
for the College Park Scholars, the Team
Maryland athletes, the work-study students
that are tutoring, and the others from the
students and faculty who demonstrate the
power of citizen service.

Let me say to all of you, when I ran for
President in 1992 I wanted to get America
working again and moving again, but I also
wanted to bring America together again. It
seemed to me that we had two great prob-
lems. One is that our economy was not func-
tioning very well, and we seemed to be get-
ting weaker, but also that we seemed to be
letting our divisions overcome what we have
in common.

Martin Luther King once said that the old
law of an eye for an eye sooner or later leaves
everyone blind. I always believed that Ameri-
ca’s differences could be the source of our
strength if we respected and we celebrated
our differences but we understood that, un-
derneath it all, there was something that
bound us together that was more important.

So, as I look back on the last 6 years, I
think we can all take a great deal of pride
in what our country has achieved together:
economically, the longest peacetime expan-
sion in history; the lowest peacetime unem-
ployment rate since 1957, 42 years ago; the
welfare rolls cut nearly in half; the lowest
crime rate in over a quarter century. I think
those are great things.

But I think we can also celebrate the evi-
dence that we are coming together: over 90
percent of our children across all racial and
ethnic lines immunized against serious child-
hood diseases for the first time in history;
the doors of college literally open to all with
the HOPE scholarship; the lifetime learning
tax credit; the more generous Pell grant,
more affordable student loans; more work-
study slots. Those things matter. But maybe
most of all, those of you here in AmeriCorps,
and those in citizen service—whether in the

Peace Corps, serving our country in the mili-
tary, or serving in some other way—embody
the determination of America to draw closer
together as we grow more diverse. And that,
I think, is terribly important.

When you saw the four AmeriCorps volun-
teers up here speaking, and each of you iden-
tifying with them in turn—if they worked in
your project or you knew them—you know
they were a picture of America, of the chang-
ing face of America, and the best of America
that never changes.

If you look around the world today, at
many of the challenges that I face as your
President and that the United States faces—
the sad trip that the First Lady and I recently
took to Jordan for the funeral of our friend
the King of Jordan, who survived decades of
assassination attempts—literally decades of
assassination attempts, probably 50 in all—
to stand as a symbol of peace among people
in a very tough neighborhood, who use reli-
gion as a reason to find their differences
more important than their common human-
ity. All over the world today, you see that.
If the United States wants to lead the world
toward peace and freedom and prosperity in
a new century in a new millennium, it is actu-
ally quite an advantage for us to have within
our borders people from all races, all reli-
gions, all ethnic groups, all cultural back-
grounds doing all kinds of different things.

But we cannot do good around the world
unless we are good at home. And therefore,
we have to find this magical balance, being
honest about our differences of opinion on
matters from the serious to the mundane,
and I’ll leave it to you to decide whether it
was serious or mundane when the president
asked me take sides in the basketball game.
[Laughter] You’ve got a great team here,
though, I’ll tell you that. I’ve watched it. We
have to find a way to do that, to say, this
is what I believe; this is where I stand; this
is what I’m for; and also to say how lucky
we are to stand on the verge of the new mil-
lennium in a totally global society, where
people are being brought closer together
than ever before, and we are finding ways
to relish, to celebrate, to honor our dif-
ferences in a way to bring us closer together
instead of driving us apart.
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AmeriCorps is the living, breathing symbol
of the answer to that. Where we do not ask
people to check their differences at the door,
but we do ask them to reaffirm our common
humanity. We do not ask for a handout, but
we do ask for a hand up for everyone who
needs it, and we say we are going forward
together. That is what you represent. That
is my fondest hope for America. And I thank
you for your service.

You know, all during the 20th century, the
tradition of citizen service grew stronger in
America. In the Great Depression—I re-
member my parents telling me about the
chance President Roosevelt gave able-bod-
ied, unemployed people to work in Civilian
Conservation Corps, the CCC. They cleared
trails; they fought fires; they planted trees.
They built whole State parks: the Appalach-
ian Trail, Skyline Drive in Virginia; parks in
my home State that Hillary and I have stayed
in, with rather interesting names like Petit
Jean and Devil’s Den. I have in the back of-
fice of the White House an old CCC cap,
a cap that one of the volunteers wore in the
thirties, that I found wedged in between a
chimney and a wall, in a cabin in a State
park in the mountains of north Arkansas. And
I have kept it with me all these long years,
to remember the unifying power of citizen
service in one of the most difficult moments
of the 20th century for the United States.

President Kennedy, in the 1960’s, asked
young people to serve in the Peace Corps
to teach English, to provide health care, to
bring running water and electricity to some
of the most remote villages in Africa, Asia,
and South America. My brother-in-law
served in the Peace Corps in Colombia. And
the other night, he was getting together with
some of the people who served there with
him. When we were getting ready to come
out here today and Senator Wofford came
in with Mark Gearan, the present Peace
Corps Director, we were celebrating the fact
that, if our new budget passes, we will have
more people serving in the Peace Corps in
the next 2 years than have ever served in
any given year. We’ll be back at an all-time
high.

And we were lamenting the fact that we
just had to withdraw our Peace Corps volun-
teers from Eritrea and Ethiopia, two coun-

tries that I have felt particularly close to in
the last couple of years, because of the trou-
ble the two countries are having, the threat
to go to war. And the Peace Corps volun-
teers, going all the way back for decades,
have volunteered to try to come in and solve
the conflict and deal with the disputed area
of land. I don’t know if they will accept it
but think of that. All these years later, people
that were there years and years and years
ago remember what it was like, not to give
a handout but to give a hand up and to ask
people to understand that their differences
are not as important as what they have in
common.

So I thank our Peace Corps volunteers; I
thank Mark Gearan; and I thank all of you
in AmeriCorps, because you are in the rich
tradition of America’s citizen service, from
the CCC to the Peace Corps to AmeriCorps.

Now, six summers after I first came here,
AmeriCorps is thriving. There now have
been over 100,000 people serve in
AmeriCorps in just 4 years of the full-time
program. Everywhere I go around the coun-
try, I see you. I see you in all kinds of dif-
ferent contexts. I was in San Jose right before
the election, and there were a lot of—the
Peace Corps volunteers had just come to
start their mission, and so I saw them stand-
ing on the street as I pulled into the hotel.
And I asked them all to come see me, and
we took a little picture, and they were from
everywhere.

And then when I went home to Arkansas
after the terrible tornadoes a couple of weeks
ago, in both the communities I visited there
were AmeriCorps volunteers there, and there
were people there who, believe me, would
never have come to Arkansas in their lives—
[laughter]—if they hadn’t been in Ameri-
Corps. I know it was good for the people
they were helping, and I think it was pretty
good for them.

This has been an astonishing encounter for
tens of thousands of people. Now, all of you
know what it’s like. I love talking to people
who have been in AmeriCorps because I al-
ways hear two things. Number one, they’re
proud of what they did to help people, teach-
ing a child to read or immunizing a child
or having a playground that’s safe in an area
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that used to be dominated by gangs or clean-
ing up some polluted site or doing something
to preserve the environment. I love that. The
second thing I always hear is, ‘‘I like the peo-
ple with whom I serve. I met people I never
would have met. I got to know people I never
would have gotten to know. We were all so
different, and yet, when we worked together,
we grew together, and it made my life dif-
ferent and better.’’ That is what AmeriCorps
needs to do, and that is what America needs
to do.

America needs to think of itself as sort of
a giant AmeriCorps, the Peace Corps at
home, getting things done together. Getting
things done together. If our budget passes
this fall, we can boost the number of
AmeriCorps volunteers by one quarter, to
50,000 members. In our new budget, we
want to keep expanding AmeriCorps every
year so that by the year 2003, and there for-
ward, every year, 100,000 young people will
be serving in AmeriCorps.

But I want to challenge the young people
of this country, and the not so young who
are willing to do it, to sign up for
AmeriCorps, to see for yourselves what you
can do to solve America’s problems and reap
America’s promise. I want to challenge high
school students, as well. Maryland has done
a wonderful job, as the Governor and the
Lieutenant Governor said, being the only
State in the country to actually require com-
munity service as a part of a public education.
In our balanced budget, we propose to allow
high-schoolers for the very first time to join
AmeriCorps by serving part-time during the
school year and full-time in the summers.
And I want to challenge, again, the young
people beyond this room, to dedicate a year
or two of your lives to a cause larger than
yourselves. It may be your best chance to
change the lives of others for the better and
to enrich your own life in the process.

Today, so many young people have the
time and freedom and energy they will never
have in the future, to tackle the kind of chal-
lenge AmeriCorps represents, to pack a bag
at a moment’s notice, to fight a forest fire
or move into our most remote towns or Na-
tive American reservations to teach children
or work with churches in some of our tough-
est neighborhoods. At the end of your serv-

ice, as all of you know, AmeriCorps will pro-
vide help to pay for college or pay off student
loans. So I ask you all to help me reach oth-
ers, to take advantage of this opportunity, to
use this moment to prove that this generation
of young people, far from being a generation
of cynics and slackers, is instead a generation
of doers and patriots.

Lieutenant Governor Kathleen Kennedy
Townsend quoted something her father said.
I would like to close with a quotation from
Senator Robert Kennedy, in a speech he gave
to college students in South Africa when I
was a young man. It resonated around the
world, and every person my age, which was
then your age now—every young person I
knew, without regard to their party or their
opinions or anything else, was riveted by the
notion that a United States Senator could go
to South Africa and talk to the young people
about building a different future, a long time
before, for the first time in over 300 years,
all South Africans had a chance to choose
their future.

This is what he said: ‘‘Each time a man
stands up for an ideal or acts to improve the
lot of others or strikes out against injustice,
he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope. And
crossing each other from a million different
centers of energy and daring, those ripples
build a current that can sweep down the
mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.’’

That is still true today. For those in
AmeriCorps, I thank you for sending forth
those ripples of hope. I thank you for bring-
ing out the best in yourselves and others.

For those who could still yet serve, I ask
you to join the rest of your fellow citizens
in building that bridge to the 21st century
that all can walk across, arm-in-arm, to the
best days of America.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. in Richie
Coliseum at the University of Maryland. In his
remarks, he referred to AmeriCorps volunteers
Stephen Hellinger, Leslie Mayo, Justin Ward, and
Susan (Pepe) Carrasco; Gov. Parris N. Glendening
and Lt. Gov. Kathleen Kennedy Townsend of
Maryland; Thomas V. (Mike) Miller, Jr., presi-
dent, Maryland State Senate; Mayor Michael J.
Jacobs of College Park; Carson Daly, host, MTV

VerDate 18-FEB-99 10:26 Feb 14, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P06FE4.011 INET02 PsN: INET02



224 Feb. 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Live; and Avery Straw, student government presi-
dent, and C.D. Mote, Jr., president, University
of Maryland, College Park.

Executive Order 13113—President’s
Information Technology Advisory
Committee, Further Amendments to
Executive Order 13035, as Amended
February 10, 1999

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
High-Performance Computing Act of 1991
(Public Law 102–194), as amended by the
Next Generation Internet Research Act of,
1998 (Public Law 105–305) (‘‘Research
Act’’), and in order to extend the life of the
President’s Information Technology Advisory
Committee so that it may carry out the addi-
tional responsibilities given to it by the Re-
search Act, it is hereby ordered that Execu-
tive Order 13035, as amended (‘‘Executive
Order 13035’’), is hereby further amended
as follows:

Section 1. The preamble of Executive
Order 13035 is amended by addition after
‘‘(‘‘Act’’),’’ the phrase ‘‘as amended by the
Next Generation Internet Research Act of
1998 (Pubic Law 105–305) (‘‘Research
Act’’),’’.

Sec. 2. Section 2 of Executive Order
13035 is amended by adding a subsection
‘‘(a)’’ after the heading and before the first
sentence and by adding a new subsection (b)
after the last sentence to read as follows: ‘‘(b)
The Committee shall carry out its respon-
sibilities under the Research Act in the man-
ner described in the Research Act.’’

Sec. 3. Section 4(b) of Executive Order
13035 is amended by deleting ‘‘two years
from the date of this order’’ and inserting
‘‘February 11, 2001,’’ in lieu thereof.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 10, 1999.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 12, 1999]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on February 11, and

it will be published in the Federal Register on
February 16.

Message on the Observance of the
Lunar New Year, 1999
February 11, 1999

Warm greetings to everyone observing the
Lunar New Year.

This annual festival, rooted in the ancient
religious and cultural traditions of Asia, is a
joyous celebration of family and community,
of hope and new beginnings. Each year dur-
ing the first month of the lunar calendar, mil-
lions of families across America and around
the world gather to welcome the imminent
arrival of spring by honoring their ancestors,
visiting friends, sharing delicious food, and
enjoying a profusion of fireworks, colorful
decorations, parades, music, and dancing.

The celebration of the Lunar New Year
is also a reminder of how much our national
life has been enriched by the customs, cul-
ture, and achievements of Asian Americans.
In every field of endeavor, from business to
the arts, from government to academia, Asian
Americans are making vital contributions to
our country’s progress and prosperity.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
to all for a wonderful celebration and for a
new year of health, happiness, and peace.

Bill Clinton

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
Emigration Policies and Trade Status
of Mongolia
February 11, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
On September 4, 1996, I determined and

reported to the Congress that Mongolia was
not in violation of the freedom of emigration
criteria of sections 402(a) and 409(a) of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended. This action
allowed for the continuation of normal trade
relations status for Mongolia and certain
other activities without the requirement of
an annual waiver.

As required by law, I am submitting an
updated report to the Congress concerning
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the emigration laws and policies of Mongolia.
The report indicates continued Mongolian
compliance with U.S. and international
standards in the area of emigration.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 11, 1999.

Remarks on the Conclusion of the
Senate Impeachment Trial and an
Exchange With Reporters
February 12, 1999

The President. Now that the Senate has
fulfilled its constitutional responsibility,
bringing this process to a conclusion, I want
to say again to the American people how pro-
foundly sorry I am for what I said and did
to trigger these events and the great burden
they have imposed on the Congress and on
the American people.

I also am humbled and very grateful for
the support and the prayers I have received
from millions of Americans over this past
year.

Now I ask all Americans, and I hope all
Americans—here in Washington and
throughout our land—will rededicate our-
selves to the work of serving our Nation and
building our future together. This can be and
this must be a time of reconciliation and re-
newal for America.

Thank you very much.

Forgiveness
Q. In your heart, sir, can you forgive and

forget?
The President. I believe any person who

asks for forgiveness has to be prepared to
give it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:38 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on the American Airlines-
Allied Pilots Association Labor
Dispute
February 12, 1999

Over the past several days I have closely
monitored the labor dispute between Amer-

ican Airlines and the Allied Pilots Associa-
tion. I am concerned about the impact this
labor dispute is having on our Nation and
the traveling public. With the potential for
enormous disruption over the upcoming
Presidents’ Day holiday weekend, I urge
both parties to think of the impact on the
traveling public, set aside their differences,
and work together to resolve the issues be-
tween them. We have a long history and tra-
dition of settling labor disputes in this coun-
try under the law. The Railway Labor Act
provides the means for the airline industry
to resolve these disputes.

It is my understanding that American Air-
lines canceled up to 80 percent of its flights
yesterday, affecting major cities such as New
York, Miami, Los Angeles, Dallas, and Chi-
cago, and that it might cancel at least half
of its scheduled flights today. I commend the
cities, the airports, the tourism industry, and
the other major carriers for doing their part
to keep domestic air traffic moving. How-
ever, even with all of the carriers doing their
part, it is likely that thousands of passengers
will be forced to change their travel plans.
They are innocent bystanders in a dispute
that should be set aside over the weekend
and resolved at the bargaining table.

Again, I urge both sides to consider the
impact their dispute is having on the travel-
ing public as well as the millions of Ameri-
cans who depend on the transportation and
tourism industries for their livelihood.

Message on the Observance
of Presidents’ Day, 1999
February 12, 1999

I am pleased to join all Americans in ob-
serving Presidents’ Day.

Today we celebrate the vision and achieve-
ments of our nation’s former Presidents, and
we remember with special pride two of our
greatest leaders, George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln. Though born almost 80
years apart and shaped by vastly different cir-
cumstances and experiences, they still shared
much in common. Each assumed the Presi-
dency at a crucial moment in our nation’s
history; each had a clear vision of what Amer-
ica should be and the courage to lead his
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fellow citizens toward that vision; and each
shared a profound devotion to our country
and to its promise of freedom and human
dignity. Because of George Washington,
America’s great experiment in democracy has
succeeded; because of Abraham Lincoln,
America’s Union has been preserved.

Now, as we stand at the dawn of a new
century, we have a historic opportunity—and
responsibility—to build on the legacies of
Washington and Lincoln. Blessed with peace
and unprecedented prosperity, we must seize
this unique moment in our national life and
shape a future where every American has the
tools and the opportunity to succeed; where
we finally understand that the dreams and
ideals that unite us are more powerful than
any differences that divide us; and where
new generations of Americans can live in
peace, prosperity, and freedom.

Best wishes to all for a wonderful celebra-
tion.

Bill Clinton

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

February 7
In the afternoon, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Amman, Jordan, to attend
funeral services for King Hussein I.

En route aboard Air Force One, the Presi-
dent met with former Presidents Gerald R.
Ford, Jimmy Carter, and George Bush, con-
cerning the Middle East, Kosovo, Russia, and
North Korea.

February 8
During the day, in Amman, the President

met separately with Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu and President Ezer
Weizman of Israel, President Boris Yeltsin
of Russia, Prince Charles and Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom, President
Jacques Chirac of France, Queen Beatrix and

Prime Minister Wim Kok of The Nether-
lands, Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi Ara-
bia, President Suleyman Demirel of Turkey,
President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, Chair-
man Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Author-
ity, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan,
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi of Japan,
Crown Prince Saad al-Sabah of Kuwait, King
Juan Carlos I of Spain, and President Hafiz
al-Asad of Syria. The President also met
briefly with leaders of Oman, Yemen, and
Bahrain.

In the evening, the President met with
King Abdullah II of Jordan. Later in the
evening, the President and Hillary Clinton
returned to Washington, DC.

February 9
In the morning, the President traveled to

Wintergreen, VA, where he addressed mem-
bers of the House Democratic caucus. In the
afternoon, he returned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
appoint James V. Kimsey, William F. Murdy,
and Jude W.P. Patin to the U.S. Military
Academy Board of Visitors.

The President declared a major disaster in
California and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by a severe freeze on December
20–28, 1998.

The White House announced that the
President invited Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany for an informal visit
to the White House on February 11.

February 10
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

College Park, MD. Later, he returned to
Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Paula J. Dobriansky to be a mem-
ber of the U.S. Advisory Commission on
Public Diplomacy.

February 11
In the afternoon, the President met with

Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of Germany
in the Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Rolland A. Schmitten to be U.S.
Commissioner of the International Commis-
sion for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas.
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1 This item was made available on February 5
but was embargoed for release until 10:06 a.m.
February 6.

The President announced the nomination
of Leonard R. Page to be General Counsel
of the National Labor Relations Board.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted February 8

Joseph Bordogna,
of Pennsylvania, to be Deputy Director of
the National Science Foundation, vice Anne
C. Petersen, resigned.

Anne Jeannette Udall,
of North Carolina, to be a member of the
Board of Trustees of the Morris K. Udall
Scholarship and Excellence in National Envi-
ronmental Policy Foundation for a term ex-
piring October 6, 2004 (reappointment).

Submitted February 10

Richard Holbrooke,
of New York, to be the Representative of the
United States of America to the United Na-
tions with the rank and status of Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, and the
Representative of the United States of Amer-
ica in the Security Council of the United Na-
tions, vice Bill Richardson, resigned.

Richard Holbrooke,
of New York, to be a Representative of the
United States of America to the Sessions of
the General Assembly of the United Nations
during his tenure of service as Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the
United Nations.

Carl Schnee,
of Delaware, to be U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Delaware for the term of 4 years,
vice Gregory M. Sleet, resigned.

Submitted February 11

Leonard R. Page,
of Michigan, to be General Counsel of the
National Labor Relations Board for a term
of 4 years, vice Frederick L. Feinstein who
was appointed to this position during the last
recess of the Senate.

John C. Truesdale,
of Maryland, to be a member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years
expiring August 27, 2003, vice William B.
Gould IV, resigned, to which position he was
appointed during the last recess of the Sen-
ate.

Submitted February 12

Naomi Reice Buchwald,
of New York, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Southern District of New York, vice Mir-
iam G. Cedarbaum, retired.

G. Edward DeSeve,
of Pennsylvania, to be Deputy Director for
Management, Office of Management and
Budget, vice John A. Koskinen, to which po-
sition he was appointed during the last recess
of the Senate.

David M. Hurd,
of New York, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Northern District of New York, vice Con.
G. Cholakis, retired.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released February 6 1

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy At-
torney General Eric Holder and Treasury
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Under Secretary for Enforcement Jim John-
son on a gun control report by the Justice
and Treasury Departments.

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Dis-
trict Judge for the Northern District of Ala-
bama

Released February 7

Announcement: Official United States Dele-
gation to Amman, Jordan

Released February 8

Transcript of remarks by Vice President Al
Gore honoring the Little League World
Champions

Transcript of remarks by Vice President Al
Gore on the 1999 National Drug Control
Strategy

Transcript of a press briefing by Health and
Human Services Secretary Donna Shalala
and Office of National Drug Control Policy
Director Barry McCaffrey on the 1999 Na-
tional Drug Control Strategy

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Samuel Berger on the Presi-
dent’s visit to Jordan

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Attor-
ney for the District of Delaware

Released February 9

Statement by the Press Secretary on the up-
coming visit of Chancellor Gerhard Schroe-
der of Germany

Released February 10

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Joe Lockhart

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Per-
manent Representative to the United Na-
tions

Released February 11

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Joe Lockhart

Transcript of a press briefing by NSC Senior
Director for European Affairs Antony
Blinken on the President’s meeting with
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of Germany

Released February 12

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Joe Lockhart

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Samuel Berger, NSC Senior
Director for Inter-American Affairs Jim
Dobbins, Office of National Drug Control
Policy Deputy Director Thomas Umberg,
Deputy National Security Adviser for Inter-
national Economic Affairs Lael Brainard, and
Assistant Secretary of State for Latin America
Peter Romero on the President’s upcoming
visit to Mexico

Announcement: Official Delegation to Mex-
ico

Announcement of nominations for U.S. Dis-
trict Judges for the Southern District of New
York and the Northern District of New York

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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